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members dispersed after a prolonged discussion, the final decision
being postponed to a later date: "After much deliberations it has
been decided, owing to certain differences of views, at Mr. Gandhi's
own request and conformably to Mr. Gokhale's intention, that he
should tour round the country for one year under rule 1 7 of the con-
stitution, before the question of his joining the Servants of India
Society should be finally settled/3
With such a sharp division amongst the members of the society,
Gandhi preferred to withdraw his application for admission. "There-
in I thought lay iny loyalty to the society and Gokhale." He wrote to
Srinivasa Sastri, the president of the society, asking him not to hold
the adjourned meeting at all. "The withdrawal of my application
made me truly a member of the society," thought Gandhi.
To gain a first-hand picture of India, Gandhi travelled far and
wide. On the way to Rangoon he halted at Calcutta, where he was a
guest of Bhupendranath Basu. The host had to readjust the menu to
suit Gandhi who was then a strict fruitarian.
In Calcutta Gandhi addressed the students. He said that though
it was the command of Gokhale that, during the year, he should keep
his ears open but his mouth shut, he could not resist the temptation
of addressing the students. He observed that politics should not be a
sealed book to the student community, but politics should not be
divorced from religion. He knew that some of the students of his
country were fired, no doubt, with love for their country^ but they
did not know how they should love her best. He believed that some
of them resorted to nefarious means, because they did not work in the
fear of God but in the fear of man. He was there to tell them that if he
was for sedition, he must speak out sedition and think loudly, and
take the consequences. If the young men had a programme for the
country, let them place it openly bqfore the public. Gandhi con-
cluded his address with an appeal to the youth to be religious and be
guided by a spirit of religion and morality. He would be prepared to
accept their guidance and was prepared to die with them. But if they
wanted to terrorize the country,, he would rise against them.
Gandhi sailed for Rangoon as a deck passenger. The two days*
voyage was an ordeal to him. He complained of dirt and discomfort
to the authorities and found improvement on his return journey.
On March 6 Gandhi visited Santiniketan? where Tagore welcomed
him in person,